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Council formally objects the latest Sea Link plans 

Suffolk County Council has formally objected to National Grid’s Sea Link project, because of 
proposals for the building of a new bridge and for construction work to take place on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. 

The scale of a new permanent access bridge across the River Fromus is deemed hugely 
disproportionate. Plans show that it could be up to six metres in height with a span of over 150 
metres, including embankment. 

Updated plans from National Grid also revealed that core working hours are being proposed to 
include 7am to 5pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays. 

In response to Sea Link’s latest public consultation which has just closed, the council has submitted a 
29-page document outlining these and a variety of other potential impacts, that the scheme would 
have on local communities and the environment. 

In its response, the council adds that roads will be subject to construction traffic seven days a week. 
This provides no relief for locals or visitors who want to enjoy the Suffolk Coasts and Heaths National 
Landscape, and will disrupt local amenities and tourism. 

National Grid expects to submit its application for development consent in early 2025. 

Suffolk residents will be able to access electric vehicles on a short-term basis, from next summer 

A trial of electric community vehicles is set to launch next summer in Suffolk, with the tender 
process beginning this autumn. 

Plug In Suffolk Car Clubs will be placing sixteen electric vehicles across eight locations in Suffolk 
which local residents can book by the minute, hour or day. Planned locations include Ipswich, Bury 
St Edmunds, Newmarket, Sudbury, Needham Market, Stowmarket, Lowestoft and Woodbridge. 

Members of the public interested in this project are urged to sign up to the mailing list to receive 
updates as the project progresses - Plug in Suffolk Car Clubs - Mailing List. 

Car Clubs have already offered people in other parts of the UK access to local, low-emission vehicles 
without the expense of owning one. Local communities in these areas have already experienced 
many benefits including improved air quality, reduced congestion and increased mobility for those 
without access to their own car. 

Current providers remain reluctant to fully fund electric community vehicles in rural and semi-rural 
areas like Suffolk as they do not yet have the real-world data to support the usage. 

The project is funded by Suffolk’s public sector organisations, helping deliver on two of the Suffolk 
Climate Emergency Plan’s goals; a reduced number of cars on the road and an increased proportion 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=7GqcEEZQlUqPPIT2O6GK9Nmmecc2Z_hDt8ZNKDBWS-VUQjIzVUozTjM4MDBITkUwUDgwWUpMUFlaSC4u


of vehicles on the road that are low or zero emission. Additional charge point funding is being 
provided by the Department for Transport’s On Street Residential ChargePoint Scheme (ORCS). 

Solar Together launches in Suffolk 

Residents of Suffolk can come together to invest in renewable energy sources through a group-
buying scheme for solar panels and battery storage. Solar Together Suffolk helps homeowners feel 
confident that they are paying the right price for a high-quality installation from qualified installers. 

Suffolk residents can join the group-buying scheme, which offers solar panels with optional battery 
storage and EV charge points, as well as retrofit battery storage for residents who have already 
invested in solar panels and are looking to get more from the renewable energy they generate. The 
scheme allows homeowners to increase their independence from the national grid. 

It’s free to register here, and there is no obligation to go ahead with an installation. Suffolk’s councils 
are working in partnership with iChoosr, experts in sustainable energy transition, to make the 
transition to clean energy as cost-effective and hassle-free as possible. 

How does it work? 

• Householders can register online to become part of the group for free and without 
obligation at solartogether.co.uk/suffolk 
 

• Approved UK solar PV suppliers participate in a reverse auction. They are able to offer 
competitive pricing as the volume and geographic concentration makes it possible for them 
to realise greater efficiencies, which they pass on with lower prices for installations. 
 

• After the auction, registered households will be emailed a personal recommendation which 
is specific to the details they submitted in their registration. 
 

• If they choose to accept their recommendation, the specifics of their installation will be 
confirmed with a technical survey after which a date can be set for the installation of their 
solar PV system. 
 

• Telephone and email helpdesks are on-hand throughout the whole process which, together 
with information sessions, will allow households to make an informed decision in a safe and 
hassle-free environment. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.solartogether.co.uk/suffolk

